Current therapy: complications associated with rigid internal fixation of facial fractures.
Rigid internal fixation (RIF) is commonly used for the anatomical reduction and fixation of facial fractures. This technique has many advantages over more traditional methods, such as wire osteosynthesis and maxillomandibular fixation. Properly placed RIF ensures a stable anatomical reduction and allows for immediate or early restoration of function. RIF has a number of complications associated with its use in facial trauma surgery including metal sensitivity, infection, neurologic injury, dental trauma, stress shielding, and malocclusion. Complication rates appear to be inversely proportional with operator skill and experience when using RIF.